
 
 

Primary Grades K – 2     WRITING Continuum 

Emergent to Early 
(Kindergarten to First Grade ) 

Early to Foundational 
(First to Second Grades) 

Foundational to Practicing 
(Second to Third Grades) 

Views self as author Views self as author  Views self as author  

Assigns a message to own 
symbols 

Reads own writing (verbatim) Writes for self or a chosen 
audience 

Perseveres to complete writing 
tasks 

Experiements with langauge 
drawn from personal experience 
(e.g. books, conversations) 

Orally recounts own experience Attempts familiar forms of 
writing (e.g story, letter, 
notecard) 

Beginning to understand the 
“process” of writing 

Sets goals for own writing Revises writing, with peer and 
teacher support, to improve 
content and flow (e.g. adding, 
deleting words, phrases) 

Writes and asks others to assign 
meaning to what has been written 

Writes to communicate 
messagees, direct experiences, or 
feelings 

Uses natural or other materials 
(i.e. paint, clay) to capture story 
ideas 

Engaes with peers and teachers 
to give and receive feedback 

Uses editing skills (i.e. rereading 
to check for grammar and 
syntactical errors) 

Talks about drawing and writing   Listens to and heeds feedback 
on writing 

Proofreads (i.e. spelling errors, 
punctuation, capitalization) 

Tells adults what to write Is beginning to use sentence 
structure.  

Uses invented spelling Uses the writing process and 
writes for a sustained period of 
time 

Uses known capitalization and 
punctuation including commas 
and apostrophes 

Acts out or role plays own stories Uses left to right and top to 
bottom orientation in print 

Uses letter/sound knowledge to 
approximate true spelling 

Takes pleasure in certain types 
of writing 

Understands and applies 
paragraph structure 

Attempts to write own name Demonstrates one to one 
correspondence between written 
and spoken word 

Uses known conventions (e.g. 
punctuation, capitalization) 

Recognizes and applies familiar 
genres (narrative, 
informational, persuasive)  

Concludes informational and 
persuasive pieces with a wrap up 
that clearly denotes the end of 
the piece 



 
 

Uses known letters or letter 
approximations to represent 
written language 

Tells others what they have 
written in an oral summary 

Uses sensory details to enhance 
story 

Uses basic sentence structures 
and varies sentence beginnings 

Uses appropraiate amounts of 
sensory/descriptive language  

Dictates stories to accompany 
drawings 

Writes letters and numbers 
legibly (e.g. letter formation and 
spacing) 

Uses print resources in the 
classroom (e.g. environmental 
print, word wall) 

Uses logical sequence to 
organize and clarify narrative 
writing (beginning/middle/end) 

Writes a lead that captures 
audience attention and interest 
(e.g. dialogue, action, reaction, 
time) 

Purposefully uses writing to 
convey meening 

Uses correct pencil grip Structures stories with beginning, 
middle, and end 

Uses narrative structure (i.e. 
setting, plot/story arc, 
characterization) 

Writes an opinion and provides a 
reason(s) for it 

Uses appropriate pencil grip to 
write letters and numbers 

Persevers to complete a high 
interest writing task 

Can state an opinion (i.e. orally or 
written) 

Uses graphic organizers and 
informational text structures 
(e.g. headings, table of 
contents, indes, glossary) 

Creates clear transitions between 
sentences and paragraphs 

Uses natural or other materials 
(e.g. blocks, painting, dry collage) 
to tell stories 

  Generates story, issue, and/or 
topic ideas to prompt writing 

Experiments with adding text 
features in their writing (e.g. 
insets, diagrams) 

Distinguishes between letters and 
numbers 

  Orients reader by providing 
introduction or context for 
writing 

Uses appropriate pencil grip, 
size, slant, spacing, manuscript 
letter formation 

Traces and copies letters and 
numbers with successful 
formation 

  Uses time order words to 
sequence events (e.g. first, next, 
last, then) 

Uses phoenetic patterns when 
spelling 

Writes stories with characters, 
actions, and emotional content 

  Uses conjunctions to join 
simple sentences (e.g. and, but, 
then etc.) 

Uses standard English language 
grammar, syntax, and 
conventions 

Orders story pages with 
beginning, middle, and end 

  Uses word wall to assist with 
spelling 

 

Reads own writing     



 
 

 

Can respond respond orally to 
questions and prompts about 
feathers of own story 

    

Can stay with a story and can 
retell at different times 

    

Transfers oral story to written or 
pictorial form 

    

Experiments with conventions 
(e.g. punctuation, capitalization) 

    

Uses print resources in the 
classroom 

    

Writes own name (first), or other 
known words 

    

Knows that writing and drawing 
are different 

    


