
Kindergarten Readiness at Ventana School 
 
Preschool is a beginning for learning, developing friendships, and building confidence 
and independence. Kindergarten is the next step in your child’s educational journey. 
Below is an outline of the important aspects of Kindergarten readiness that are 
developed throughout the year in our Ventana program.  We strive to address all areas 
of age-appropriate development and focus on each child’s individual needs along the 
way. 
We have developed a list that clarifies these developmental areas. It assists parents 
and teachers as they prepare children for a successful transition to Kindergarten.  This 
checklist will be incorporated in the preschool assessment tool that is currently used.  It 
will be shared with parents frequently throughout the Kindergarten readiness year of 
your child’s preschool experience at Ventana. 
 
Kindergarten Readiness Checklist 
***************************************************************************** 
 
Attention/Participation 

❏ Listens to stories without interrupting 
❏ Pays attention and participates in circle time 
❏ Follows a two-step direction  

 
Social Development/Self Regulation 

❏ Understands that actions have both causes and effects 
❏ Works and plays both independently and in a group 
❏ Takes turns and a willingness to help others  
❏ Starts to follow rules/agreements 
❏ Recognizes and responds to other people’s feelings 
❏ Uses words, not physical actions, to express emotions such as anger or 

disappointment 
❏ Keeps trying, with support, even if s/he doesn’t know how to do something 
❏ Begins to be conscious of his/her needs, points of view, feelings, and emotions  
❏ Shows a willingness to share 
❏ Expresses self through designs, drawing, painting, or building 
❏ Engages easily and willingly in pretend play  

 
Fine Motor/Writing Skills 

❏ Cuts with scissors 
❏ Traces basic shapes 
❏ Holds pencil correctly 
❏ Draws combinations of shapes and objects that are recognizable to adults 
❏ Draws a person with at least 4 parts 
❏ Uses puzzles with small pieces, small pegs, beads, playdough, eyedroppers 



 
Independence 

❏ Separates from parents appropriately  
❏ Expresses needs and wants verbally 
❏ Talks in complete sentences of five to six words 
❏ Is able to dress him/herself (i.e. puts on coat, fastens snaps, buttons and 

zippers) 
❏ Uses the bathroom independently and completes accompanying hygiene tasks 
❏ Listens to and follows directions  

 
Language/Literacy  

❏ Looks at pictures and then tells stories 
❏ Identifies some alphabet letters 
❏ Asks questions about what s/he sees and hears in stories 
❏ Recites songs and fingerplays 
❏ Recognizes print (e.g. logos, familiar words, signs) 
❏ Recites alphabet 
❏ Knows how to hold a book, turn pages, and follow the story  
❏ Recognizes and can write own name in print 
❏ Draws pictures to express ideas 
❏ Recognizes rhyming sounds 
❏ Understands concepts of over, under, behind, above  
❏ States full name and age 
❏ Orders ideas chronologically or sequentially  

 
Math 

❏ Demonstrates sequencing and patterns 
❏ Demonstrates sorting, matching & classifying similar objects by color, size, 

shapes 
❏ Recognizes groups of one, two, three, four, and five objects 
❏ Counts from 1 to 10 objects 
❏ Recognizes and identifies shapes (square, circle, triangle, rectangle) 
❏ Recognizes things that go together 
❏ Predicts likelihood of events  

 
Large Motor 

❏ Bounces a ball 
❏ Runs and skips 
❏ Jumps with feet together and hops while balancing on one foot 
❏ Walks backwards 
❏ Attempts a two-handed catch of a ball 

  
 



 
 


