
Primary K- 2 Writing Continuum

LEGEND
Emergent to Early Early to Foundational Foundational Foundational to Practicing

(Pre-K to Kindergarten) (Kindergarten to First Grade) (First to Second Grade) (Second to Third Grades)

Attitude Views self as author Views self as author Views self as author Views self as author

Structure
Takes pleasure in orally recounting own 
experience

Takes pleasure telling stories about real or 
imaginary events

Takes pleasure in certain types of writing Takes pleasure in certain types of writing

Conventions
Interested in having ideas recorded Writes to communicate messages, direct 

experiences, or feelings
Perseveres to complete writing tasks Perseveres to complete multiple stages of 

writing

Craft
Writes own name Perseveres to complete a high-interest writing 

task
Writes for a sustained period of time Writes for increasingly sustained periods of 

time

Process
Writes other known words Reads own writing (verbatim) Generates story and/or topic ideas to prompt 

writing
Generates story, issue, and/or topic ideas to 
prompt writing

Writes and asks others to assign meaning to 
what has been written

Uses basic sentence structures Uses simple conjunctions to join sentences (e.
g. and, but etc.)

Uses conjunctions to join sentences (e.g. and, 
but, then etc.)

Uses known letters or letter approximations to 
represent written language

Attempts familiar forms of writing (e.g. story, 
letter, notecard)

Groups sentences together Uses paragraph structures

Dictates stories to accompany drawings Writes for self or a chosen audience Recognizes and applies familiar genres 
(narrative, informational, persuasive) 

Varies sentence beginnings

Is beginning to use sentence structure Structures stories with beginning, middle, and 
end

Writes for different audiences Recognizes and applies familiar genres 
(narrative, informational, persuasive) 

Purposefully uses writing to convey meaning Uses correct pencil grip Writes narrative pieces that have a beginning, 
middle, and end

Uses logical sequence to organize and clarify 
narrative writing (beginning/middle/end)

Orders story pages with beginning, middle, and 
end

Writes letters and numbers legibly (e.g. letter 
formation and spacing)

Uses appropriate pencil grip, size, spacing, 
manuscript letter formation

Writes topic and concluding sentences in 
informational paragraphs

Uses left to right and top to bottom orientation 
in print

Uses invented and phonetic spelling (e.g. uses 
letter/sound knowledge to approximate true 
spelling)

Uses phonetic patterns when spelling Uses informational text structures as 
appropriate (e.g. headings, table of contents, 
index, insets, diagrams, glossary)

Uses appropriate pencil grip to write letters 
and numbers

Experiments with using known capitalization 
and punctuation (periods, question marks, 
exclamation marks)

Uses known capitalization and punctuation 
(periods, question marks, exclamation marks)

Uses phonetic (and other known) patterns 
when spelling

Writes letters and numbers (e.g. letter 
formation and spacing)

Uses natural or other materials (i.e. paint, clay) 
to capture story ideas

Uses standard English language grammar, 
syntax, and conventions

Uses known capitalization and punctuation 
including commas and apostrophes

Uses invented spelling Establishes a setting for narrative writing Uses natural or other materials (i.e. paint, 
clay), brainstorming, or drawing to capture 
story ideas

Uses standard English language grammar, 
syntax, and conventions

Acts out or role plays own stories Creates characters Establishes clear setting in narrative writing Uses sketches, storyboards, or graphic 
organizers to capture story ideas

Transfers oral story to written or pictorial form Crafts a problem and a solution Creates characters with one or more distinct 
traits

Establishes a setting for narrative writing and 
includes some detail

Uses natural or other materials (e.g. blocks, 
painting, dry collage) to tell stories

Experiments with language drawn from 
personal experience (e.g. books, conversations)

Crafts a reasonable problem and solution in 
narrative writing

Creates characters with one or more distinct 
personality traits

Writes stories with characters and actions Writes an opinion and provides a reason for it Creates endings to narrative writing that 
resolve the problem

Crafts a reasonable problem and thoughtful 
solution to narrative writing

Can state an opinion (i.e. orally or written) Uses classroom resources throughout writing 
process 

Experiments with language drawn from 
personal experience (e.g. books, conversations)

Writes a lead that captures audience attention 
and interest (e.g. dialogue, action)



Primary K- 2 Writing Continuum

LEGEND
Emergent to Early Early to Foundational Foundational Foundational to Practicing

(Pre-K to Kindergarten) (Kindergarten to First Grade) (First to Second Grade) (Second to Third Grades)

Uses print resources in the classroom Understands the writing process Uses description or sensory details Creates endings to narrative writing that 
clearly indicate how the problem was solved

Uses simple time order words to sequence 
events (e.g. first, next, last, then)

Includes some dialogue in narrative writing

Writes an opinion and provides reasons for it Begins to develop a narrative voice that 
"shows" rather than "tells"

Writes informational paragraphs about a topic 
and provides some supporting details

Excludes unimportant information from 
narrative writing

Writes concluding sentences in informational 
pieces

Elaborates on important details or events in 
narrative writing

Writes introductory sentences in informational 
pieces

Determines importance and focuses on the 
most important details in informational writing

Uses classroom resources throughout writing 
process 

Utilizes language drawn from literature, 
informational writing, or other resources

Uses the writing process Uses appropriate amounts of 
sensory/descriptive language 

Revises writing with teacher support Uses more complex time order words to 
sequence events (e.g. meanwhile, previously)

Uses basic editing skills (i.e. rereading to check 
for grammar and syntactical errors)

Writes an opinion and provides a reason(s) for 
it and provides basic evidence 

Proofreads (i.e. spelling errors, punctuation, 
capitalization)

Writes informational paragraphs that contain a 
single idea and some supporting details
Writes a clear conclusion in informational 
pieces
Writes clear introduction in informational 
pieces
Orients reader by providing introduction or 
context for writing
Uses classroom resources throughout writing 
process 
Uses the writing process and writes for a sustained 
period of time

Revises writing, with peer and teacher support, 
to improve content and flow (e.g. adding, 
deleting words/phrases)

Uses editing skills (i.e. rereading to check for 
grammar and syntactical errors)
Proofreads (i.e. spelling errors, punctuation, 
capitalization)
Engages with peers and teachers to give and 
receive feedback
Listens to and heeds feedback on writing


