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November 2, 2017 
 
Dear Fellow Ventana Parents, 
 
Ventana is the Spanish word for “window” and as you wander through campus, you peer through a “window” 
into the world our children have created.  You see projects that provoke a sense of wonder, hear conversations 
that foster collaboration, and experience the excited buzz of students engaging with the world outside as well as 
the world each one carries within. 
 
At Ventana, teachers are guides in the adventure of discovery. Whether creating rain music in studying weather, 
designing levees to investigate flood control, or gluing together parts of a scarecrow for Fall Fest, students are 
actively engaged in learning. Ventana’s core teaching philosophy combines the Reggio-inspired values of child-
centered inquiry and project-based learning with innovative approaches to learning math, science, literacy, music 
and art based on the most recent research.  Thanks to a small teacher/student ratio and a commitment to 
thoughtful hiring, teachers deeply understand classroom dynamics and fully engage all students.   
 
Ventana, like most independent schools, offers more programming than it can provide through tuition 
alone:  86% of operational costs are covered by tuition and 14% by other sources.  We rely on the generosity of 
the Ventana community to bridge this gap every year.  Over 75% of operational expenditures go towards the 
salaries and benefits of teachers and staff.  We recognize that they are the most important assets of our school 
and we are committed to maintaining and attracting high-quality teachers and support staff, so that our students 
thrive and become confident learners both academically and in life. 
 
We ask that each family participate in the Annual Giving Campaign. The gap in operational expenses is $1850 
per child. Our goal for the campaign is 100% participation and every gift, regardless of amount, is critical to our 
success.  The heartfelt gift from your family will directly support what makes Ventana unique: talented teachers, 
small class sizes, enriching science and fine arts programs, and social emotional learning. 
 
Please make your donation now. We are pleased to announce that we have already obtained 100% participation 
from our Board of Trustees and would love to add your family to the list of Ventana supporters. Visit 
www.ventanaschool.org/annual-giving to make a pledge. You can also email the committee at 
giving@ventanaschool.org with any questions. Donations to Ventana are fully tax deductible and don’t forget to 
check if your employer matches funds - you can double or even triple your impact! 
 
With grateful appreciation for your continued support of all our treasured children, 

 
Catriona Cairns, Evita Twerdahl, Jeremy Anderson, Anne Uyei 
Annual Giving Committee 


